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In This Issue 
• Around Town With Gary 

• Chaplain’s Corner 

• Ladies Auxiliary 

• Knight of the Month 

• Fraternal Benefit Night 

• Golf Outing 

• Field Agent 

• Photo Album 

• Many misc. items 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

Monday Weekly Rosary 
Saturday Weekly Communion 

SPCR 

2nd & 4th Sunday Communion 

SJN 

 

March 

03/08 Membership Mtg -SPCR 

/ online 

03/19  St. Joe Grotto 
Dedication - SJN 

03/23 (virtual) Fraternal 

Benefits 6:30 pm. 

TBD     Drive-by-Easter Bunny 

 

April 

04/04 Easter Sunday 

04/05 Ladies Auxiliary 

04/05 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

04/12 Membership Mtg -SPCR 
(guest Fr. Manno) 

 

May 

05/03 Ladies Auxiliary 

05/03 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

05/08 Garden Market 

05/10 Membership Mtg -SPCR 

TBD Corporate Communion 

Mass SJN 

 

 

 AROUND TOWN WITH GARY 

Brother Knights, 

To quote our former Supreme Knight in his Farewell Message, 

“Where there’s a need, there is a Knight”.  I like to say a St. Charles 

Knight.  During the pandemic, when many of our events were being 
cancelled, there were still many knights who would not let the virus 

stand in our way.   Whether to feed the hungry; assist the priests of 

our parish; rescue a brother in distress or help a stranger; lead an event that was to 

be cancelled; or just come up with a new idea or program; Council 12497 Knights were 
there to lead the way.   

 

What next?  How about trying to multiply our efforts to lead the way?  One suggestion 

would be to invite a brother knight who we have not seen in a while to one of our 
future meetings or events.  Or maybe we can advertise our next Corporate Communion 

or any other event as a welcome back event to encourage both a return to mass and 

return to our Council?  Let’s hear your ideas to foster a greater fraternity and support 

for the guiding principles of our Order.    
 

The Knights of Columbus was founded over 140 years ago to protect our faith and the 

financial viability of Catholic families.  According to Matt Kling our Field Agent, “one of 

the best kept secrets within The Order” is the fraternal and financial benefits of being 
a knight -- you and your family are entitled to certain benefits even if you are not an 

insurance member.  Do you know what those benefits are and how to access them?  

My guess is probably not.    In order to familiarize every knight to your benefits, I have 

asked Matt to do a couple things.  First, to talk to our Council and enlighten the knights 
to some of the eligible benefits.  A brief overview of this is included in this issue.  

Second, to sign our Council up for a virtual benefits presentation to be held on March 

23.  I encourage you to sign up for this free event.   

 
With Charity our first Principle, and the official Charity Year ending this month, our 

Council has exceeded the state charity goals in 4 of the 5 categories.  We have 

exceeded the targets for Pro-Life, General Assistance Fund (GAF), Vocations, and 

Newman but falling short on Intellectual Disabilities (aka Tootsie Rolls).  Our ID leader 
Greg Sengstock was especially challenged due to the heightened Covid-19 and 

restrictions at the time.  The challenge was to get the volunteer “can shakers” as well 

as good locations during the period of health and financial difficulties.  Still, the 

collection totaled nearly $9,000 or about 70% of our goal.  All in all, I would say it was 
a great “Charity” year for our Council. Thanks to Steve Groshek our Charity 

Ambassador and to the many who helped make it a success and to build on next year.   

 

Remember, if you see a brother Knight, be sure to invite him to our next meeting or 
event.  Let’s encourage our members to come back when they feel safe to do so.  Our 

meetings and events require social distancing and masks.  

Vivat Jesus, 

Grand Knight Gary 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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June 

06/07 Ladies Auxiliary 
06/07 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

06/14 Membership Mtg -SPCR 

 

New Degree Schedule 

1st, 2nd, 3rd Degree virtual 

dates available on demand 

 

TBD Virtual 4th Degree 

Exemplification 

 

Council Officers 
Grand 
Knight Gary Stopka 

Chaplain Fr. John 
Kladar 

Deputy 
Grand 
Knight 

Greg 

Sengstock 

Chancellor 
Roman 
Seckel 

Recorder 
Chris 

Vonderhaar 

Financial 
Secretary 

Bill Roth 

Treasurer John R Blake 

Advocate John Blozis 

Warden Jose Philip 

Guard Jeff Bowgren 
Guard David Richter 

Trustee 
(3 Year) 

Hank Brill 

Trustee 

(2 Year) 

Paul 

Clementi 

Trustee 
(1 Year) 

Jim Gebhardt 

District 
Deputy 

Keith 
Williams 

Field Agent 
Matt Kling 

9995-800 380  

  

 
Council 

Directors 

 

  
Membership 

Director 
 

Marty Kleker 

Faith  
Director 

Ed Kramer 

 
Community 

Director 
 

Jim 

McNamara 

Council 
Director 

 

Tom 
Rasmussen 

 
Family 

Directors 
 

Eric 
Vonderhaar, 
Chris Barone 

 

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER     by Fr. John Kladar 

 

We find ourselves a couple of weeks into Lent, and if you are like me, 

this time is flying by. It's time to stop and check how we are doing as 

we journey through this season of repentance. One way to do this is 

by entering into our parish community and praying Stations of the 

Cross on Fridays. 

 

Stations are a great tradition, but as some devotionals go, they are 

slightly unapproachable. First of all, who had the bright idea that we 

should pray on Friday nights? Whoever came up with this clearly had no friends in high 

school. Second of all, I haven't had meat in over 20 hours, and the last thing I want 

to do is pray when I am alarmingly protein deprived. Honestly, I'd rather pick fish 

bones out of the trash for my meatless dinner than listen to Dotty and Ruth butcher 

the Stabat Mater 14 times in a row.   

Obviously, I'm mostly kidding here… mostly, but here are three reasons why the rest 

of your Lent should include Stations of the Cross. They remind us that Jesus suffers 

with us. When we are in our low moments, we can remind ourselves that he has been 

through the worst of it. He did it all for us, completely innocent, but suffered solely to 

restore our relationship with Him. These prayers also call us into action, as Pope Francis 

said, "the Cross of Christ invites us also to allow ourselves to be smitten by his love, 

teaching us always to look upon others with mercy and tenderness, especially those 

who suffer, who are in need of help, who need a word or a concrete action." Lastly, it 

doesn't allow us to remain in a grey area. We are either putting Christ first in our life, 

or we are growing away from Him. We are either wanting to accept His love and be in 

a relationship with Him, or we hold onto our fear and sin. As Pope Francis also said, 

"[The Cross] reveals a judgment, namely that God, in judging us, loves us. Let us 

remember this: God judges us by loving us. If I embrace his love then I am saved, if 

I refuse it, then I am condemned, not by him, but my own self, because God never 

condemns, he only loves and saves." 

Lent is a time of putting away things in our life that are keeping us from receiving the 

love of God. As you continue through Lent, pray the Stations of the Cross with your 

parish. Pray you can realize how much the Lord loves you, and don't settle for anything 

other than receiving all the graces He wants to give you. 

 

God Bless, 

Fr. John Kladar 

 

 

 

Council Meetings Dual Virtual/In-Person Format For March 

March Council meeting will be held at St. Patrick Crane Rd. Dempsey Hall in a dual in-

person/virtual format. It was great to see the members join our February meeting in 

person.  Hopefully as time passes we can increase the in person participation as our 

area opens up and our activities begin to expand.  Even though there were a few 

technical difficulties, we appreciate your patience and thank you to all who have 

mastered the technology and joined via Zoom or dial-in.  Your participation and input 

to the Council is important to us.  Remember, the meeting code remains the same and 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gk@kofc12497.com
mailto:dgk@kofc12497.com
mailto:dgk@kofc12497.com
mailto:Gregory.Paul@KOFC.ORG
mailto:james_mcnamara@sbcglobal.net
mailto:james_mcnamara@sbcglobal.net


 

 
Copyright (C) 2021 St. Charles Knights of Columbus Council 12497, all rights reserved. Page 3 of 16 
Questions, comments, opinions, etc. can be forwarded to the editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net 

 

Youth Co- 
Directors 

Jason 
O’Sullivan, 

Chris Barone 
Culture of 

Life Director 
 

Fred Karl 

 

does not change from month to month.  Thanks again to Bill Roth for managing the 

meeting technology. 

 

 

Update on “Keep Christ in Christmas” Poster Contest – District Level Winners 

Congratulations to Austin B. (age 5-7) and Grace K. (age 8-10) the District 44 poster 

contest winners…and moving on.  Here they are again with their winning masterpieces. 

 

 

 

Bowling Anyone? -  K of C State Bowling Championship is on and looking for 

bowlers!   

The Rockford Diocese is proceeding with its FY2020-21 State Bowling Series Team (4 

bowlers, 2 team members must be Knights) and Singles Competition on March 20, 

2:00 p.m. at the Don Carter Lanes in Rockford.  For more information or to register 

contact the Chapter Secretary Othello Garganera at (815) 978-8796 or 

othello.garganera@gmail.com. 

 

An updated list of still-planned council activities is included toward the end 

of this Unitas issue. 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:othello.garganera@gmail.com
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LADIES AUXILIARY REPORT 
 

February and March Meetings of LAX – The LAX continues with virtual meetings and that is a 

blessing during Covid.  We agreed to make our annual donation to Lazarus House for their new 

Microwave and will also be contributing to LH Trex outdoor bench campaign.  See their Facebook 
post. 

 

Our March meeting included observing Lent using the book, Seven Spiritual Gifts of Waiting, by 

Holly W. Whitcomb, a discussion on our new Caring Tree – a phone tree of sorts and an update on 

the 6th Annual Charity Garden Market.   

• Save the Date:  May 8, 2021 for Contactless Order Pick-up.   

• New in 2021:  Perennial pre-orders! 

• All orders will be using our on-line store beginning in late March.  For those that are not comfortable using 

an on-line store, special arrangements will be made.   

• Orders need to be completed by Sunday, April 25, 2021.   

Watch for more information at your April Knights meeting.  Should you have any questions, feel free to contact me. 

 ...................................................................................................................................................................  

DINE-TO-DONATE 

VILLAGE TAVERN & GRILL – March 18th 
 

Why not enjoy a lunch or dinner, and share the news that you are from the St. Patrick Ladies Auxiliary 

and we get 20% of the tab for our charitable efforts. 

 
Thanks for all who have participated in these monthly events. 

Your help enables us to continue our many worthwhile endeavors. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 ...................................................................................................................................................................  

 

Wishing you a grace-filled Lent.   

Respectfully submitted,  

Caroline Ehmann, Ladies Auxiliary President                            See our website at www.ladiesaux12497.org  
 

COUNCIL WEBSITE PROJECT 
 

Are you happy with the Council website?  BK Ken Taylor has offered to help with the redesign of our Council website 
to make it more relevant to our Council today.  Among other things, Ken and Bill Roth will be working to overhaul 

our site to highlight current and past events, provide a calendar, pictures along with a member only section with a 

membership directory.  The intention is to allow our program coordinators to develop their own content and be able 

to post it directly to the site.  The scope of the project will have both long term and short term objectives.  Come to 
our Council meeting and learn more from the experts.  If you are interested in serving on the oversight committee, 

please contact GK@kofc12497.com.   Thank you Ken and Bill for taking up the challenge. 

 

  

VILLAGE TAVERN & GRILL 
Home of “World Famous” Chicken Fingers 
464 Redington Dr. ● South Elgin, 60177 

(224) 535-8440 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
https://www.facebook.com/LazarusHouseIL/posts/4263372093677595
http://www.ladiesaux12497.org/
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ROSARY - JOIN US EVERY MONDAY AT 6:15 
 

Bill Roth will continue to lead our weekly virtual Rosary.  Consider setting aside 20 minutes to 

pray with fellow Knights and LAX members.  Please join us every Monday at 6:15 for 20 

minutes of praying the Rosary.  

Watch for the video link / call-in info in Flocknotes.  

 

 

OUTDOOR PARISH COMMUNION SERVICE AT ST. PATRICK AND 

ST. JOHN NEUMANN 
 

In case you are wondering……a few of our Knights have been actively assisting with the Outdoor Communion 

Services; weekly Saturday at St. Pat’s, and the 2nd & 4th Sunday at St. John Neumann.  Our Pastors, Msgr. Deutsch 

and Fr. Peck have asked our Council to assist at Service.  Whether it’s directing socially distanced parking or handing 
out bulletins, our Knights have answered the call.   Thanks to the guys who have been there to answer the need. 

 

However, we could use a few additional guys to help out.  It only takes an hour and it’s not difficult or strenuous 

work and it’s great to be out in the fresh air.  Can you volunteer an hour once or twice a month?  Your help would be 
very much appreciated.  If you have any questions, contact Gary at GK@kofc12497.com. 

 

SPELLING BEE 
 
On February 27, 2021 the Knights hosted our local spelling bee contest.  Eleven students took part, representing 

grades from 1st through 8th grade.  The spelling competition was well fought, with Clara Ochs taking first place, 

followed by Elysa Crispino and Evan Theriault in second and third place respectively.  The top three finishers 

advance to the state finals on March 20 in Petersburg, Illinois.  The individual grade winners also took home a $10 
Kimmers gift certificate.  A special thank you is extended to St. Pat’s for allowing us to host the event and to our 

esteemed panel of judges, Jim Gebhardt, Bill Hinckley and Caroline Ehmann. 

 

See additional pictures in the photo album at the end of this issue. 
 

 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:GK@kofc12497.com
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KNIGHTS GOLF  
 GETTING IN THE SWING OF THINGS 

 
Planning has begun for the 22nd Annual Chuck Hollenbach “Never Give Up on Life” Memorial Golf 

Outing on Monday July 19th at Elgin Country Club. 

We need Brother Knights to help us have another successful outing.  We are looking for volunteers to 

help with organizing and staffing the event. 

Specific needs are to help our raffle committee and sponsorship committee. We are also seeking raffle 

donations and sponsorships. What a great way to promote your business to fellow parishioners! 

100% of the net outing proceeds support the Pro-Life ministry of Corbella Clinic.  We were fortunate to 

have a successful outing in the midst of COVID in 2020. 

Please contact Jim Connor Cell: 847-417-0522 or Email: jimcon3@comcast.net to get involved! 

FMSC MEAL PACKING 
 

The St. Charles Knights of Columbus along with their family and friends participated in the 2021 Endeavor meal 
packing event held at Feed My Starving Children in Aurora on Friday night, 2/12/21.  Those present were reminded 

once again about the effect mannapack rice meals has on the lives of those who have no food.  In a couple of years 

a child grows from barely being able to stand to one who carries a vibrant smile and hope for their future. 

 
It is very heartwarming to be of service to others with a group like this.  In attendance we had (3) Knights and (4) 

Ladies Auxiliary.  Until we meet again...God bless you! 

 

 
 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jimcon3@comcast.net
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PRAYER LIST 
 

Recent illnesses and deaths of our fellow knights, loved ones, and friends remind us of the 

beautiful opportunity for prayer intentions that our council's online Prayer List offers to us.  

Imagine having hundreds of knights praying for your good health, or the repose of the soul of 

your loved one.  It is so easily accomplished.   

Merely go to the council's webpage at kofc12497.com.  Currently, under the Knights Items tab 

on the menu bar, select the dropdown Prayer Request Create item.  Fill out the information 

page and submit.   

For those of us who promise to pray for a specific intention, but then have so many intentions to remember, the List 

provides a handy method to remember those intentions.  In your prayers of supplication, merely remember to say 

"And for all the intentions in my council's Prayer List" and you will be performing a wonderful act of mercy.  How 

easy is that! 
 

 

FREE MEMBERSHIP DEADLINE EXTENDED 
 
 

We have been advised that the FREE MEMBERHIP promotion has 

been extended through June 2021 - see instructions on this 

promo. 
 

Don’t wait.  Make the move and invite a Catholic man to join the 

Council.  There are men out there that have interest in our group 

and what we do but just need someone to invite them to do 
so.  Take the plunge and invite them to join.  Contact Marty 

Kleker, Membership Chairman for any additional information.   

 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
http://kofc12497.com/
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FRATERNAL BENEFITS NIGHT - MARCH 23 

 
 

 

 

COUNCIL KNIGHT OF THE MONTH 
 

Congratulations to our Knight of the Month, Roman 

Seckel for his efforts coordinating and leading our council 

Spelling Bee contest.  
 

The Spelling Bee has been a key event in our Family 

program for years.  It was great to hold it again despite 

the extra challenges this year, and to provide the 
participants the opportunity to compete. 

 

Thank you Roman! 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net


 

 
Copyright (C) 2021 St. Charles Knights of Columbus Council 12497, all rights reserved. Page 9 of 16 
Questions, comments, opinions, etc. can be forwarded to the editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net 

NEWMAN FUND 
 

Last fall we each received a post card for the Newman Apostolate Fund describing the activity of the program to 

colleges and universities in Illinois and a copy is below.  Every year the Council is assessed $5.00 for each member, 

regular, honorary or religious to support this charity.  A few of our members individually support this charity but 
many do not or are unaware of it.  In the past the Council the council has met this goal with general non-earmarked 

council funds.  Steve Groshek, our Charity Ambassador has spoken about our charities at Council meetings.  The 

Newman Fund is a critical means to further a Faith based educational environment to our young people.  The nearest 

chapter is Northern Illinois University and many of our young priests have come through that chapter.   

As you plan your charitable giving program for 2021, please consider a donation of any amount to Newman by 

following the instructions below.  Remember to include your council and membership number on the check or card.  

If you would prefer, we will be accepting donations at in-person meetings or send it to our PO Box 4006 St. Charles 

IL 60174.  And, we thank you for your support.   

 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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FIELD AGENT - MATT KLING 
 

Our Best Kept Secret 

The Knights of Columbus Fraternal & Financial Benefits Platform has often been referred to as one of “the best kept 

secrets within The Order.” Its origins date back to the original charter drafted by Blessed Father McGivney and states 
“the primary goal of the Knights of Columbus, shall be to provide financial aid and pecuniary assistance to our 

members and beneficiaries.” Since 1882, The Order has held strong to this commitment and has done so very 

modestly while becoming a leader in the industry.  

Grand Knight Gary Stopka asked me to summarize what Fraternal Benefits are available to members. For starters, 
members and their immediate family have access to world renowned insurance benefits accessible only through 

membership with the Order.  

Additionally, each member has access to an agent who is minimally trained as a generalist in personal finance. The 

services offered through each agent office will vary depending on the agent’s credentials, education and experience. 

I have summarized some of the more frequent questions I receive in my role: 

- Do I need to have assets under management, accounts, or benefits with the Order to access an 

agent?  

No, our advisory services and financial planning tools are free to all members and paid for through your 

annual membership dues.  

- What type of financial planning resources are available?  

The Order recently renewed their vendor agreement with Advicent, a premier technology company for 

financial planning software and client portfolio management. Through an agent, you have direct access to 
these services. Members can expect an independent agent analysis with a hard copy or digital PDF detailing 

their plan and finances. 

- What are some of the financial services offered? 

The list is exhaustive and will vary based on the agent’s credentials, education and experience. My office 

specializes in Wealth Accumulation, Retirement Planning & Estate Planning. 

- What are some of the advisory services offered? 

Again the list is exhaustive, my office specializes in Pension Analysis, Cash Flow Analysis, Asset Balance 

Projections, Asset Allocation Assessments, Tax Sensitivity Analysis, Trust Funding, Investment Risk 

Tolerance Assessments, and Business Succession Planning 

- What type of financial transactions can you assist with? 

With each area of personal finance, the transaction type will vary. For example, with regards to retirement 

planning, we most frequently process 401(k) & 403(b) Rollovers. My office can assist with Required Minimum 
Distributions while also helping clients establish Tax Qualified Accounts including, Traditional / Roth IRAs, 

QLACs, and Tax Deferred Annuities. 

Today, members are not required to participate in the Fraternal Benefits Program however many who do would say 

why not? As a consumer, you have access to over 1,200 financial institutions in North America yet The Order ranks 
within the Top 5% and has consistently been one of the most highly rated insurers by AM Best (A+ Superior) and 

Standard & Poor’s (AA+). We ended last year with over $113 billion of insurance in force, nearly $26 billion of assets 

under management and recorded one of the highest policy retention rates across the industry.  

Looking beyond the benefits, why do members do business with the Knights of Columbus? Perhaps it’s the fact that 
we are in business for our members. As a Fraternal Beneficiary Society, we are “for us by us.” We answer to our 

membership, not Wall Street, not investors, but the Catholic Family and our beloved church. The same holds true for 

my role as a financial advisor and as your Field Agent with the Knights. My job is to service every member with their 

best interest and Blessed Father McGivney’s goal in mind.  

If you would like to review your current plan or learn more about your benefits with the Knights of Columbus please 

give me a call or email me direct at matthew.kling@kofc.org. Vivat Jesus!  

Matthew Kling FSCP, Field Agent | Knights of Columbus, 303 East Main Street, Saint Charles, IL 60174, Direct: (630) 

485-8705, Main: (800) 380-9995 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:matthew.kling@kofc.org
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COUNCIL PLANNED EVENTS 
 

Following are currently planned Council events, to assist you in scheduling time on your calendar to participate. 

 

Date Category Event 

March Faith Weekly Rosary 

March(2nd/4th Sun) Faith SJN Outdoor Communion Service Assist 

March(weekly) Faith Outdoor Communion Service Assist 

1-Mar-21 Council Officers Business Meeting 

8-Mar-21 Council Regular Membership Meeting 

19-Mar-21 Faith St. Joseph Grotto Dedication 

23-Mar-21 Community (Virtual) Fraternal Benefits Presentation 

TBD Community Drive-By-Easter Bunny 

March(tent) Council Locker Cleanout 

March Community Family Trivia Night 

  
  

April Faith Weekly Rosary 

April (2nd/4th Sun) Faith SJN Outdoor Communion Service Assist 

April (weekly) Faith Outdoor Communion Service Assist 

4-Apr-21 Faith Easter Sunday 

5-Apr-21 Council Officers Business Meeting 

12-Apr-21 Council Regular Membership Meeting 

12-Apr-21 *Council* Council Meeting 

  
  

May Faith Weekly Rosary 

May (2nd/4th Sun) Faith SJN Outdoor Communion Service Assist 

May (weekly) Faith Outdoor Communion Service Assist 

3-May-21 Council Officers Business Meeting 

5-May-21 Life Hope For Haitians Fun Run 

8-May-21 Community Garden Market -Drive Through 

10-May-21 Council Regular Membership Meeting 

 

  
  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS  
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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Any Knight can sponsor our newsletter for $100 per year.  Proceeds go toward our Council’s charitable works.  

Contact the Unitas editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net 

 
  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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PHOTO ALBUM   
 

A big thank you to all who contribute photos for Unitas - it makes the publication much more interesting! 

 

Spelling Bee! 
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February 6: one of many weekends finds fellow Knights Paul Braddock and coordinator Stan Walczynski assisting Brother Knight and 

Deacon David Stoll and other presenters at the weekly outdoor communion service at St Pats.  This particular Saturday was 0 
degrees with 10 mph winds.  

Knights assist in set up of equipment for radio transmission to the cars of the participants, help the presenter, collect weekly 

envelopes and distribute the Sunday bulletin to the cars.  The snow was relentless, even collecting on the church cross.  
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